	
	
	



Heart of Florida United Way Announced as First-Ever Orlando Pride Sleeve Partner
Local non-profit to feature on right kit sleeve; Organizations join forces for community impact initiatives

ORLANDO, Fla. (May 23, 2024) — The Orlando Pride and Heart of Florida United Way today announced a multiyear partnership, which will see Heart of Florida United Way become the first-ever Club-exclusive sleeve partner for the Pride, with the non-profit's logo featured on the right sleeve of both the Phoenix and Citrus Kits. The historic collaboration underscores Orlando Pride's commitment to community engagement and social impact, aligning with Heart of Florida United Way’s mission to improve the lives of individuals and families in Central Florida.

"We are very excited to have Heart of Florida United Way join our Club and are particularly excited by their commitment and belief in the growth of the Orlando Pride and women’s sports as a whole,” said Jarrod Dillon, president of business operations for Orlando Pride. “Being stewards in our community is one of the pillars of our organization, and we are excited to partner with a like-minded organization for many years ahead. We can’t wait to build and grow our efforts in the community together, giving back to those right in our backyard that have done so much to support the Pride.”

"This partnership is driven by impact and rooted in love for our Central Florida community,” said Jeff Hayward, President & CEO, Heart of Florida United Way. “We believe in the power of a team, the strength in collaboration and the shared vision that when we LIVE UNITED, anything is possible. We are proud to partner with the Orlando Pride to support the hard work happening on the pitch, but most importantly, what we’ll be able to accomplish together in the community to support our Central Florida neighbors.”

For 85 years, Heart of Florida United Way has stood up for the health, education, financial stability and basic needs of vulnerable families in Central Florida. Last year, the organization touched the lives of more than 750,000 individuals and their households, which is one in every three people in Orange, Seminole and Osceola counties.

[bookmark: _Int_uJ4QtmkH][bookmark: _Int_IfO5jHTN]In collaboration with the Pride, Heart of Florida United Way will become the Proud Charity Partner of the Orlando Pride and presenting partner of the Club’s new charity ticket program that will see 50 tickets donated to a local, Central Florida non-profit for every Orlando Pride home match. Additionally, the two organizations will work together to increase the Pride’s already significant footprint in the Greater Orlando community, partnering throughout the year on Heart of Florida United Way projects and initiatives that directly support Central Floridians, with each player on the Pride roster also participating in a community project as part of the partnership. 

Heart of Florida United Way will also become the presenting partner for the marquee matchup between the league’s current two leaders in the standings, with the Pride and Kansas City Current set to meet at INTER&Co Stadium on Sept. 13. 

Fans will also be able to learn more about the Club’s community efforts on Orlando Soccer Insider, the Club-exclusive weekly show, with Heart of Florida United Way presenting the “Community Report”. Orlando Soccer Insider airs Friday nights at 6 p.m. ET on Bally Sports, and is also available the following day at OrlandoCitySC.com/orlando-soccer-insider. 

About Heart of Florida United Way:

Heart of Florida United Way (HFUW) stands up for the education, financial stability, health and basic needs of every person in Central Florida. For 85 years, HFUW has delivered programs, invested dollars, and convened community members around important issues impacting Orange, Seminole and Osceola counties. As Central Florida’s most comprehensive health and human services nonprofit, HFUW created a $50 million impact in Central Florida last year. In 2022-23, HFUW served more than 755,000 people through its direct service and funded programs — that is one in every three Central Floridians. HFUW is home to notable community resources like the 211 Information & Referral Crisis Line; 988 Suicide Prevention Lifeline; Mission United program for Veterans; TECHquity, an initiative bridging the digital divide; Destination Graduation at Seminole State College; the Ryan White Part B & General Revenue program, which administers nearly $2.3 million to provide HIV/AIDS services and referrals; the Planning Council Support program that facilitates community planning and priority setting for HIV services. United Way partners with individuals, local businesses, government, and other nonprofit agencies to open opportunities and close gaps in Central Florida. Visit www.HFUW.org for more information, or call (407) 835-0900. Follow us on Facebook and LinkedIn at Heart of Florida United Way and on Twitter and Instagram @hfuw.


About Orlando Pride:
 
In October 2015, the Orlando Pride was announced as the 10th team in the National Women’s Soccer League (NWSL), bringing professional women’s soccer to the state of Florida for the first time. The team began play in April 2016, setting a then-league single-game attendance record in its first-ever home game, with 23,403 fans witnessing the Club’s first win.   
 
The Pride features a star-studded roster of domestic and international talent, captained by Brazilian legend Marta, a six-time Women’s World Player of the Year and the all-time leader in Women’s World Cup goals. Former Orlando City defender Seb Hines serves as the team’s head coach, the first Black head coach in league history. 
 
In 2017, the team moved into its privately-owned, soccer-specific venue – INTER&Co Stadium – located in the heart of downtown Orlando, which also serves as the home to Orlando City SC (MLS). That same season, the Pride reached the postseason for the first time in Club history, coming in just their second season of play.  
 
In July 2021, the Club – which includes the Orlando Pride, Orlando City SC, Orlando City B (MLS NEXT Pro) and INTER&Co Stadium – was purchased by the Wilf Family, who also own the Minnesota Vikings of the National Football League. 
 
For more information on Orlando Pride, visit Orlando-Pride.com or follow us on X, Facebook,  Instagram,  YouTube and TikTok.
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